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On Oct. 20, union and civic leaders announced a national day of protest scheduled for Oct. 24
against the government's economic policies. At least 100,000 persons are expected to participate
in demonstrations "for bread, shelter and jobs," they said. According to official statistics, 143,000
Panamanians are unemployed. The National Public Employees Federation (FENASEP) says that
13,000 civil servants have been fired since January this year. President Guillermo Endara's economic
team is engaged in implementing reduced import tariffs, fiscal cost cutting, developing free trade
and tax-exempt zones, and reforms to the 1972 Labor Code. According to general secretary of the
Electrical Workers Union Isaac Rodriguez, the popular movement demands repeal of legislation to
privatize state-run enterprises and Labor Code reforms, an end to dismissals of public employees,
year-end bonus payments for workers, and revision of government policy on foreign debt service
payments. Union leader Miguel Bush of the Democratic Revolutionary Party said he was requesting
that the national congress declare Dec. 20 a day of "national mourning," and that President Endara
insist on compensation for victims of the US invasion. He added, "We want the Endara government
to address the issues and to see to the interests of the people and not those of the US and the
oligarchy." (Basic data from AFP, 10/20/90)
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